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No news is better than evil news.




While Archaeology started to take form as a professional discipline, 
Alternative Archaeologies grew in several ways. As the years went by, 
the image of Archaeology started being corrupted by misconceptions 
and a lot of imagination, and those professionals that were claiming to 
EHVFLHQWLVWVIRUJRWRQHRIWKHLU¿UVWUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVWKHSXEOLF7KLVODFN
of interest is one of the reasons why today, a vast majority of society 
believes in many clichés of the past that alternative archaeologists have 
XVHGWREXLOGD¿FWLWLRXV+LVWRU\WKDWLVQRWLQQRFHQWDWDOO)URP8)2V
and the mysteries of great civilizations to the political interpretation of 
the past, the dangers of Alternative Archaeologies are clear and under 
RXUUHVSRQVLELOLW\7KLVSDSHUDQDO\]HVWKLVVLWXDWLRQLQRUGHUWRSURSRVH
a strategy that may make us the main characters of the popular imagery 
in the mid-term. Since confrontation and communication do not seem 
to be effective approaches, we need a change in the paradigm based on 
Public Archaeology and the increase of our presence in everyday life. 
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Introduction: The nature of Alternative Archaeology
 Why does Alternative Archaeology exist? This is probably the 
¿UVWTXHVWLRQZHQHHGWRDVNRXUVHOYHVEHIRUHFRQWLQXLQJ7RWKDWHQG
GH¿QLQJ$OWHUQDWLYH$UFKDHRORJ\LVHVVHQWLDO7LP6FKDGOD+DOOGH¿QHV
it as “anything that disagrees with the generally accepted facts that 
archaeologists use to explain and reconstruct the past” (Schadla-Hall 
,QWURGXFLQJDGH¿QLWLRQRI$UFKDHRORJ\GRHVQRWKHOSDW
DOO )URP WKH FRPPRQO\ DFFHSWHG GH¿QLWLRQV WR WKH ODWHVW RQHV OLNH
Gamble´s that describes it as “whatever you want it to become” 
*DPEOH WKHUH LVD UDQJHRI WHUPVDJUHHVDQGGLVDJUHHV

















$UFKDHRORJ\ WKDW FDQ EHFRPH GDQJHURXV IRU VRFLDO DQG SROLWLFDO
VWDELOLW\2Q WKHRWKHUKDQG WKHUH LVDQRWKHUJURXSRI µUHVHDUFKHUV¶















conspiracy or a mystery to believe in. An interesting research on this 
WRSLF KDVEHHQ UHFHQWO\ FRQGXFWHGE\ WKH8QLYHUVW\ RI.HQW :RRG
'RXJODV DQG 6XWWRQ  SURYLQJ WKH DEVXUGLW\ RIPRVW RI WKHVH
EHOLHIV7KHUHDUHKXQGUHGVRIDOWHUQDWLYHDUFKDHRORJLHVDQGWKHRULJLQ
RIPRVW RI WKHP LV YHU\ GLI¿FXOW WR H[SODLQ EXW WKHUH LV D FRPPRQ
SRLQWWKH\GRQRWUHFRJQL]HWKHµRI¿FLDO¶SRLQWRIYLHZDQGWKH\DUH
YHU\VXFFHVVIXO
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The impact of Alternative Archaeology in popular culture
 The debate about the Public and Archaeology is open and 













 1RZ WKDW ZH DUH VWDUWLQJ WR EH ZRUULHG DERXW WKH 3XEOLF ZH
DUHGRLQJWKHVDPHPLVWDNHDJDLQ:HIRUJHW6RFLHW\6RFLHW\LVYHU\
FRPSOH[ DQG IROORZV YHU\ FRPSOH[ UXOHV )RU H[DPSOH , ZRXOG OLNH
WRUHIHUWRDVWXG\FRQGXFWHGLQ(QJODQGDERXWWKHFXOWXUDOKDELWVRI
(QJOLVKSHRSOHDFFRUGLQJ WR WKHQHZVSDSHU WKH\UHDG ,WGDWHVEDFN
WREXWUHSUHVHQWVFRQWHPSRUDU\VRFLHW\DFFXUDWHO\7KHJHQHUDO
WHQGHQFLHVKDYHQRWFKDQJHGZLWKWKHQHZ&HQWXU\
Archaeological Sites Monuments Museums
Independent 20,4 45 53,4
Guardian 19,2 43,4 56,5
Times 13,9 43,4 51,5
Express 6,5 27,8 30,1
Sun 3,1 14,9 19,6
Table 1. Percentage of people visiting different cultural attractions in the UK according 
to the newspaper they read (Stone and MacKenzie 1990).





























VHYHUDOPLOOLRQ (XURV WRPDNH D FKDSWHU GRFXPHQWDU\ DERXW WKH
P\VWHULHVRIWKHSDVWIURP1D]FDWR&ULVWREDO&ROyQ$QRWKHUH[DPSOH
LQ6SDLQ LV,NHU-LPHQH]+HFRQGXFWVDUDGLRSURJUDPPH LQRQHRI




SHUVSHFWLYH IURP -- %HQtWH] PD\EH EHWWHU +H RQO\ VKRZV WKH
P\VWHULHVP\WKVDQGWDOHVIURPWKHSDVW OHDYLQJWKH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ
WR KLV JXHVWV LQ WKH VHW DOWKRXJKPRVW RI WKH WLPH VXSSRUWLQJ WKH
DOWHUQDWLYHRQH:KLOHWKLVKDSSHQV6SDQLVKDUFKDHRORJLVWVFRQWLQXH
GRLQJWKHLUMRE7KHLUDSSHDUDQFHLQWKLVRURWKHU79VKRZVLVPLQLPXP
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DQGXVXDOO\RYHUVKDGRZHGE\FRQVSLFXRXVFRPPHQWVDQGFRQFOXVLRQV
















Figure 1. Visit Egypt from a bus stop in Madrid (Photo by author)
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 ,IZHDUHSHVVLPLVWLFZHFDQDVVXPHSHRSOHDUHWKLQNLQJDERXW


































HWF$W WKH VDPH WLPH WKH¿UVWKXPDQVZHUHEHLQJGLVFRYHUHGDQG
IURPDOOWKHVHHYHQWVDQGDELWRI+LVWRU\OLWHUDWXUHFUHDWHGDQLPDJH
RI$UFKDHRORJ\WKDWVWLOOSHUVLVWVWRGD\LQWRGD\¶VVRFLHW\
 One example directly related to alternative archaeologies is 
+RZDUG3KLOOLSV/RYHFUDIW)ULJROL,QKLVWDOHVKHDVVLPLODWHGWKH
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ODWHVWDUFKDHRORJLFDOHYHQWVJLYLQJWKHPDP\WKLFDORUHYHQPDJLFDO
EDFNJURXQGWKDWVHWVWKHEDVLVIRULGHDVOLNHWKHH[WUDWHUUHVWULDOµWRXFK¶
















DSRVLWLYHSXEOLFLW\DQG VRPHWLPHV LW LV HYHQGDQJHURXV IRU µRI¿FLDO¶
$UFKDHRORJ\DVDOWHUQDWLYHVOLNHWRFDOOLWDQG6RFLHW\
 7KHUH KDYH EHHQ PDQ\ DWWHPSWV WR UHEXW DV ZHOO DV WR
accommodate alternative archaeology (Schadla-Hall 2004: 264-268). 
7KHUHVXOWVKDYHQRWEHHQYHU\SRVLWLYHLQQRQHRIWKHFDVHV5HEXWWDO




Lies to You :DQJ DQG $DPRGW  LQZKLFK WKH DXWKRUV WDONHG





PHDQV WKDW HDFK WLPHZH WU\ WR µDWWDFN¶ DOWHUQDWLYHDUFKDHRORJ\ZH
DUH LQUHDOLW\UHLQIRUFLQJ LWVSUHDGLQJWKHLUPHVVDJHDQGFUHDWLQJD
QHJDWLYHLPDJHRIWKHDUFKDHRORJLVWDVDµFU\LQJFKLOG¶
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LQHVWLPDEOH KHOS RI D IULHQG 7KLV SHUVRQ VHH 3RLQWV RI <RX LQ WKLV





 %HIRUH KLP , VSHQW GR]HQV RI KRXUV RQ )DFHERRNJURXSV DQG
EORJV RSHQLQJ GLVFXVVLRQV DERXW YDULRXV LQFRKHUHQW WKHRULHV RI WKH
SDVWDQGPDLQO\DOLHQLQWHUYHQWLRQLQLW>GXHWR)DFHERRNFKDQJHVLQ
WKHSDVWFRXSOHRI\HDUVDQGWKH IDFW WKDW ,ZDVEORFNHG IURPPRVW
RIWKHJURXSV,FDQQRWSURYLGHYDOLG85/VEXW\RXDUHIUHHWRZULWH





RI WKH Annunaki ZKLFK LV SUREDEO\ WKH PRVW H[SDQGHG RQH ZLWK
UHIHUHQFHV LQSRSXODUFXOWXUHIURPFRPLFV0DUYHO¶VSilver Surfer) to 




PLVFRQFHSWLRQV FRQWUDGLFWLRQV DQG LQVXOWV 7KH\GRQRW UHDOO\ NQRZ
ZKDWWKH\EHOLHYHLQEXWKDYHDUDGLFDOSRVLWLRQDJDLQVW$UFKDHRORJ\
RUDQ\RQHZKRWULHVWRGHIHQGµWUDGLWLRQDO¶FRQFHSWLRQVRIWKH:RUOG
$QG WKLUG WKRVH WKDWGLUHFWO\DUH LQDGLIIHUHQWSHUFHSWLRQRI UHDOLW\
UHOLJLRXVWKDWPDNHVWKHPOLYHLQDNLQGRIµSDUDOOHOXQLYHUVH¶ZKHUH
our premises cannot be used. They are visionaries that really believe 
WKH\FRPHIURPRWKHUSODQHWVRUKDYHGLUHFWFRQWDFWZLWKDJRG,WLV
LPSRVVLEOHWRKDYHDQ\ORJLFDOGLVFXVVLRQZLWKWKHPDVLWKDSSHQVDW




 1RUPDOO\ DQ\ GLUHFW GLVFXVVLRQ HQGV XS ZLWK '1$ LVVXHV
WKHRUHWLFDOSK\VLFVDQGUHOLJLRQZKLFKPDNHVLWLPSRVVLEOHWRFRQWLQXH
JLYLQJ FRKHUHQW DUJXPHQWV IRU WKH VWDUWLQJ SRLQW WRSLFV +RZHYHU













SRZHURI$OWHUQDWLYH$UFKDHRORJLHVDUHVRSURPLQHQWWKDW LW LV UHDOO\
GLI¿FXOW WR WUDQVIRUP SXEOLF FRQFHSWLRQV DQG PLVFRQFHSWLRQV RI WKH
past.  
 7KHUH LVQRWDQ\PDJLFDODQG IDVWVROXWLRQ:HFDQQRWJRDQG
FKDQJHSHRSOH¶VPLQGV LQ D VHFRQG 7KH LGHDRI D µPHQWDO UD\¶ WKDW
WUDQVIRUPVWKHVRFLDOFRQFHSWLRQRIDUFKDHRORJ\DQGFRQYHUWVSHRSOH
LQWR IDQDWLF$UFKDHRORJ\FRQVXPHUVZLOOLQJ WRJLYHXV WKH FRQWURO RI
WKHZRUOGOLNH LQFDUWRRQVVRXQGVDPD]LQJRU WKUHDWHQLQJEXW LV
VWLOOLPSRVVLEOH2XURQO\µZHDSRQ¶WR¿JKW$OWHUQDWLYH$UFKDHRORJ\LV
$UFKDHRORJ\EXWDWOHDVWZHFDQFKRRVHWKHWDFWLFVRIWKLVµZDU¶
 0\ SURSRVDO LV EDVHG RQ HQJDJHPHQW LQ OLQH ZLWK +ROWRUI
E'LDORJXH LV WKHEHVWRI WKHDYDLODEOHRSWLRQV ,W LV WUXHWKDW
DFFRPPRGDWLQJ DOWHUQDWLYH DUFKDHRORJ\ OHJLWLPL]HV WKHLU SRVLWLRQV
EXWZHQHHGWRGR LW WKDW LQRUGHU WRUHEXW WKHLUYLVLRQVRI WKHSDVW
RUDUFKDHRORJ\$QH[DPSOHLV1HRSDJDQLVP%ODLQDQG:DOOLV
&DUSHQWHU1HRSDJDQLVWVDUHSHUKDSVWKHPRVWSRSXODU
DQG H[SDQGLQJ DOWHUQDWLYHV ZH FDQ ¿QG RXWVLGH WKH SROLWLFDO IUDPH










value to understand these issues (Fagan 2006).
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 “)URP 6WRQHKHQJH WR /DV 9HJDV ´ WKH DUFKDHRDSSHDO +ROWRUI
WDONVDERXW+ROWRUIDKDVORWVWRGRZLWKWKLVLQFUHDVH
RI WKH SRSXODUO\ DFFHSWHG LGHDV DERXW DUFKDHRORJ\ DQG WKH SDVW ,W



























WKDW µRI¿FLDO¶ DUFKDHRORJ\KDV WUDGLWLRQDOO\ UHLQIRUFHG VXFKXV WKRVH
UHODWHGWRJHQGHUHYROXWLRQGHYHORSPHQWRUFODVV
 :H FDQ SUHYDLO RYHU $OWHUQDWLYH $UFKDHRORJ\ $OO ZH QHHG LV
KXPLOLW\DQGFRPPLWPHQW:LOOZHEHDEOHWRGRLW"
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Figure 2.µ7KHVLOHQWNLOOHU¶VWUDWHJ\RUKRZZLWKWLPHFRPPLWPHQWDQGSDWLHQFHZH
can prevail over Alternative Archaeologies (by author).
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Conclusion










 A common approach to all these issues is closely related to 





KDYH MXVW VHHQ LV QRW DQH[FHSWLRQ WR WKLV UXOH EXW µSOD\V¶ZLWKDQ
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